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site: earmarks.omb.gov. On this web site, 
we will also be releasing information on 
new earmarks, because this administration 
wants you to see where your tax dollars 
are being spent. 

After I announced my earmark reforms 
in January, the House passed a rule that 
called for full disclosure of earmarks. But 
in the past few weeks, Democratic House 
leaders announced that they were aban-
doning this commitment. Instead of full 
disclosure, they decided they would not 
make public any earmarks until after Mem-
bers had already voted on the spending 
bills. This change would have allowed a 
small group of lawmakers and their 
unelected staff to meet behind closed doors 
to decide how and where to spend your 
tax dollars. I’m pleased to report that ear-
lier this week, a group of House Repub-
licans stopped this plan and extracted a 
commitment from House Democrats to list 
all earmarks in advance and give lawmakers 
a chance to strike them. The American 

people need to hold House Democrats ac-
countable for keeping that commitment. 

In the weeks ahead, my administration 
will continue pushing for earmark reform 
and holding the line on Federal spending. 
The American people do not want to return 
to the days of tax-and-spend policies. They 
expect accountability and fiscal discipline in 
Washington, DC. And I will use my veto 
to stop tax increases and runaway spending 
that threaten the strength of our economy 
and the prosperity of our people. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:15 a.m. 
on June 15 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 
16. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on June 15, but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks Honoring NCAA Championship Teams 
June 18, 2007 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Welcome to the South Lawn. This 
is an historic day. After all, this is the larg-
est gathering that we’ve had for champions 
day, and we’re glad to welcome the champs 
here to the South Lawn. I appreciate being 
with good athletes, good students, and good 
leaders, and that’s what it takes to become 
a champion. 

I appreciate the fact that you’ve endured 
tough practices, that you’ve set big goals, 
and you worked hard to achieve them. And 
so we congratulate your coaches, we con-
gratulate your families, but most impor-
tantly, we congratulate you. We honor 
America’s champs. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is with 
us, Secretary Paulson. Thank you for com-

ing, sir. I appreciate the Members of the 
United States Congress that have joined 
us—and the United States Senate. Now, 
you don’t need to do the gator thing. 
[Laughter] 

The teams here today span 21 different 
campuses in 14 different States from Cali-
fornia all the way over to Florida. You rep-
resent eight different athletic conferences: 
the Big Ten to the Pac-10 to the West 
Coast Conference and to the Ivy League. 
There’s Tigers and Badgers, Huskers and 
Anteaters. [Laughter] Go Anteaters. 
[Laughter] Fight Anteaters. 

You’ve distinguished yourselves on fields 
and fairways, tracks and tennis courts, rivers 
and rinks, pommel horses and pools, bowl-
ing alleys, mountains, and basketball arenas. 

15 2010 15:52 Feb 25, 2011 Jkt 214691 PO 00000 Frm 00764 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\214691.024 214691



765 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / June 18 

You have one thing in common: You have 
achieved the great title, ‘‘champion,’’ and 
nobody can take that away from you. 

We have a number of first-time champs 
here today. The Auburn women’s outdoor 
track and field team is here. I think that 
would go ‘‘War Eagle.’’ 

Audience members. War Eagle! 
The President. There you go. Don’t get 

carried away here; it’s a little—[laughter]— 
it’s a little hot. [Laughter] 

Speaking about the Anteaters, UC Irvine 
men volleyball team is with us. Congratula-
tions. The Gauchos, yes, UC Santa Barbara 
men’s soccer team; Georgia Tech women’s 
tennis team is the first-time champ; 
Pepperdine men’s tennis team is with us. 
Vanderbilt women’s bowling team is with 
us today. There you go—Wisconsin men’s 
indoor track and field. 

Some of the teams here have been wait-
ing a long time to reclaim a championship. 
Dartmouth men’s and women’s skiing 
team—they won their first title 30 years 
ago, and now they’re here at the White 
House. Congratulations. 

Michigan State men’s ice hockey team, 
they won their first hockey crown more 
than 20 years ago, and they’re back. Con-
gratulations to you. 

We’ve got some repeat champs here. It’s 
hard enough to win; it’s really hard to re-
peat. Auburn women’s swimming team, 
back to back—ready? Okay. War Eagle—— 

Audience members. War Eagle! 
The President. Cal women’s crew. 
A feat that’s really hard to do is win 

back-to-back NCAA basketball titles. And 
we’re proud to welcome the Florida men’s 
basketball team here. 

Not to provoke a rivalry, however, but 
the Florida State men’s outdoor track and 
field team is with us. Maryland women’s 
field hockey team, repeat champs. Wis-
consin women’s ice hockey team—the re-
peat champs. 

We’ve got teams here that have won 
three championships in a row—that would 
be called a three-peat—Georgia women’s 

gymnastics, Northwestern women’s lacrosse. 
I might as well go on the record, all right; 
I was disappointed in the footwear. [Laugh-
ter] It’s just too conventional, especially on 
a hot day. And the Stanford women’s tennis 
team. A three-peat champ is UCLA wom-
en’s water polo. And by the way, their title 
was UCLA’s 100th overall national cham-
pionship. Congratulations to UCLA. Five- 
peat, Auburn’s men’s swimming team. 

Audience members. War Eagle! 
The President. Some of the teams are 

adding new chapters to their schools’ 
record books. Cal men’s water polo, they 
won their 12th water polo championship, 
which is an NCAA record. The Colorado 
men’s cross country team, the Buffaloes 
won their second title in 3 years. And con-
gratulations; welcome back. The North 
Carolina women’s soccer team, 18th cham-
pionship in the 25 year history of the tour-
nament. Georgia men’s tennis, they went 
undefeated; they claimed their fifth NCAA 
tennis title. Nebraska women’s volleyball, 
the Huskers were ranked number one the 
entire season and won their third NCAA 
championship. Penn State men’s and wom-
en’s fencing—they won their 10th national 
championship, more than any other fencing 
team in the Nation. Penn State men’s gym-
nastics won their 12th national champion-
ship. Stanford men’s golf, wire-to-wire vic-
tory to earn their eighth NCAA golf title. 

So I’m sitting back there with the cap-
tains, I said, ‘‘Do you want the 1-hour 
speech or the 5-minute speech?’’ They said, 
‘‘You been outside lately?’’ I said, ‘‘Yes, 
barely.’’ I said, ‘‘How about the 2-minute 
speech?’’ [Laughter] So I want to conclude 
this ceremony by thanking all the people 
that are here. I appreciate the fact that 
you’re champions on the field and cham-
pions off the field. 

You know, I asked some of the seniors 
what they’re going to do, and I remember 
one girl told me she’s going to be Teach 
for America. That means being a champ 
off the field. It means giving back some-
thing to society. I appreciate the fact that 
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the Pepperdine men’s tennis team held a 
free clinic for children in Washington, DC, 
just yesterday. 

In other words, you can win on the ath-
letic field, and you can win in the class-
room, but you can also contribute to our 
country by helping somebody in need, by 
using your championship status to help heal 
a broken heart or to help somebody live 
a better life. 

And so to the champs: I’m glad you’re 
here. For those of you who follow Presi-
dential politics, you know I’ll be around 
1 more year. I’m looking forward to having 
you come back. In the meantime, I ask 
for God’s blessings on you, your family, and 
our country. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:44 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
June 19, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, 
thanks for coming. It’s a—I’ve been looking 
forward to this visit. Last time we were 
together, we had a long and serious discus-
sion about what we can do together to keep 
the peace. 

This visit comes obviously during a pe-
riod of great concern for the world about 
what’s taking place in Gaza, and so it’s a 
timely visit. I’m looking forward to our dis-
cussions about how we can promote a com-
mon vision, a vision that speaks to the 
hopes and aspirations of the Palestinian 
people, and a vision that speaks to the se-
curity of Israel. 

I’m looking forward to sharing with the 
Prime Minister the results of a phone call 
I had yesterday with President Abbas. He 
is the President of all the Palestinians. He 
has spoken out for moderation. He is a 
voice that is a reasonable voice amongst 
the extremists in your neighborhood. 

You also come at an important moment, 
because there is yet again another moment 
for the world to see the great challenges 
we face in the 21st century. We face ex-
tremists and radicals who use violence and 
murder as a tool to achieve objectives. And 
it’s a chance, Mr. Prime Minister, for us 
to work on our bilateral relations, but also 
work on a common strategy to fight off 

those extremists and to promote a alter-
native ideology based upon human liberty 
and the human condition and freedom. 

And it’s a great challenge. It’s exciting 
to be in office during this period. It can 
be difficult for those of us who have been 
given the great honor of serving our coun-
tries, but it’s an exciting moment. And I’m 
looking forward to working with a strong 
leader, a man committed to the security 
and prosperity of his country and, at the 
same time, committed to try to work the 
conditions necessary for peace. 

And so I’m glad to welcome a friend 
back at the Oval Office, and proud you’re 
back. 

Prime Minister Olmert. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. I am honored and 
delighted, after half a year almost, to be 
again a guest of yours, Mr. President, in 
the White House, and to discuss with you 
some of the kind of issues. 

As you have said already, this is a very 
special time. Things happen lately very dra-
matically. I’m sure that many people in the 
world were astounded by the brutality and 
the cruelty and the viciousness of the 
Hamas murderers that killed so many Pal-
estinians in such a way. We who live in 
the Middle East—[inaudible]—some of us 
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